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English Books at English Prices. 


Books by Book Post may now be mailed 
to the United States with safety, punctu¬ 
ality, and economy. The limit of size for a 
book-packet addressed from Great Britain to 
any place in the Universal Postal Union is 
24 inches in length, and 12 inches in width 
ordepth; thelimitation of weight is4pounds; 
the postage is one halfpenny for every two 
ounces : if registered, the fee is twopence. 

The enquiries of many correspondents are 
answered by some of the following Official 
P ublications :— 

Treasury Orders, 1879. Department No. 140. 

IMPORTATIONS THROUGH THE MAIL. 

T reasury Department, Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, Sept. 13, 1879. 

To Collectors of Customs and others: _ 

The fourth paragraph of the instructions of the Postmaster- 
General, dated the 16th of May last, embodied in this Department 
order of the 26th of May, 1875 (Synopsis 4,027), relative to im¬ 
portations through the mails, reads as follows : _ 

“Unsealed packages received in the mails from foreign 
countries, which are found on examination by customs offi¬ 
cers to contain articles liable to customs duties, shall be 
delivered by the postmaster at the exchange office of receipt 
to the proper officer of the customs for the collection of the 
duties chargeable thereon, with notice of such delivery to 
the person addressed.” 

It has been suggested by the Postmaster-General that the 
following instructions should be added to the paragraph, viz : 

“ But books received from countries or colonies of the Uni¬ 
versal Postal Union, which are found to be dutiable, shall, when 
addressed to post-offices other than the exchange office of receipt, 
be promptly transmitted by mail to the addressees, charged with 
the amounts of customs duties levied thereon, respectively; 
which amounts postmasters at the offices of destination will 
collect of the addressees on their delivery, and remit by first 
mail thereafter to the Collector of Customs of the district in 
which the exchange-post office of receipt is situated : and incase 
of the refusal or neglect of the addressees of such dutiable books to 
apply for them at the post-office of destination within a period of 
thirty days from the date of their receipt at said office, and pay 
the customs duties and any postage charges levied thereon, the 
postmaster of said office will specially return the same to the 
Collector of Customs of the aforementioned district. 

“ Postmasters are instructed to collect the customs duties on 
such books forwarded to their offices for delivery to addressees, 
and promptly remit the sums so collected by them to Collectors 
of the Customs, in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury ; but the postal revenues are not in any manner to be 
credited or charged with such duties.” 

The suggestion meets with the approval of this Department, 
and the instructions contained in the amendment will be ob¬ 
served by officers of the customs. 

A record of the address and office of destination of each 
package, and of tf e amount cf duties due thereon, will be kept, 
and on receipt of the duties, or return of the package, the fact 
will be recorded. 

A certificate in the form appended hereto, showing the amount 
of duties due, will be attached to each package for the information 
of the postmaster ? who, in his letter forwarding the duties, should 
refer to such certificate by mentioning the number, date, amount, 
and the name of the party addressed, specified therein. Printed 
blanks will be furnished by the Department. This order will take 
effect on the first proximo. John Sherman, Secretary. 


DUTIES ON BOOKS IMPORTED THROUGH THE MAIL. 

No.-. [Place :] - , [Date :] - . 

Postmaster at- 

You are requested to collect and remit to the Collector of 

Customs at-, the sum of-dollars and.. 

cents (duties on the books enclosed in the package), in accor¬ 
dance with the following instructions from the amended regu¬ 
lations of the Postmaster-General, and this Department, em¬ 
bodied in the Circulars of the Treasury Department, Dated 
May 26, and September 13, 1879. 

[Signature of Customs Officer:]-, 

Circular. Post-Office Depart., Office of the Post¬ 
master-General, Washington, D. C., Sept. 17, 1879. 

A regulation for the collection of customs duties having been 
agreed upon between the Postmaster-General and the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in pursuance of the provisions of section iv. of 
the act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for 
other purposes, for delivery to addressees in the United States 
of books, subject to customs duty, which are admitted to the 
international mails, exchanged under the provisions of the 
Universal Postal Union Convention. 

It is ordered , That the 4th paragraph of the regulation 
governing the treatment of dutiable articles received in the 
mails from foreign countries, adopted by the Department under 
date of 16th May, 1879, be amended by adding thereto the 
following words: 

“But books received from countries or colonies of the Uni¬ 
versal Postal Union, which are found to be dutiable, shall, when 
addressed to post-offices other than exchange offices of receipt,be 
promptly transmitted by mail to the addresses, charged with the 
amounts of customs duties levied thereon, respectively ; which 
amounts postmasters at the offices of destination will collect of 
their addressees on their delivery, and remit by first mail there¬ 
after to the collector of the customs of the district in which the 
post-office of receipt is situated ; and in case of the refusal or 
neglect of addressees of such dutiable books to apply for them at 
the post-office of destination within a period of thirty days from 
the date of their receipt at said office, and pay the customs duties 
and any postage charges levied thereon, the postmaster of said 
office will specially return the same to the collector of the customs 
of the aforementioned district. 

“ Postmasters are instructed to collect the customs duties on 
such books, forwarded to their offices for delivery to addressees, 
and promptly remit the sums collected by them to collectors of 
the customs in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury; but the postal revenues are not in any manner to be cre¬ 
dited or charged with such duties.” This order will take effect on 
the 1st of October, 1879. D. M. Key, Postmaster-General. 

Revised Statutes of the United States. 
Second Edition, 1878. 

Section 2503. There shall be levied, collected, and paid upon 
all articles mentioned in the schedules contained in the next sec¬ 
tion, imported from foreign countries, the rates of duty which are 
by the schedules respectively prescribed. 

Section 2504. Schedule M. Books, periodicals, pamphlets, 
blank books, bound or unbound, and all printed matter, en¬ 
gravings, bound or unbound, illustrated books and papers, and 
maps and charts, twenty-five per centum ad valorem. 

Section 2505. The importation of the 
following articles shall be exempt from duty: 

Books which shall have been printed and manufactured more 
than twenty years at the date of importation. 

Books, maps, and charts, specially imported, not more than 
two copies in any one invoice, in good faith for the use of any 
society incorporated or established for philosophical, literary, or 
religious purposes, or for the encouragement of the fine arts, or 
for the use, or by the order, of any college, academy, school, or 
seminary of learning in the United States. 

Books, professional, of persons arriving in the United States. 

Books, household effects, or libraries, or parts of libraries, in 
use of persons or families from foreign countries, if used abroad 
by them not less than one year, and not intended for any other 
person or persons, nor for sale. 
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